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AUSTIN Di

m‘. G.o. v;. GOI
Stete Hoalth 0fricer
Austin, Texas

Dear Sir: Opinion No. 0=-21580
Ret Issuance of birth\cergificates
free of cost,

This will acknowledge rece
quest wherein you usk for an opinion o
on the following queetionss

"Firet, does the te¢
‘necessary for admisas _T.
ocases where, after afimiagion o sghool at a pre-
vious term, the anthoxritles wish to complate
their records as to egog

ividuels heve bosn previous-
aged in the same ocoupa-

vhers enployers have previous

dren of guestionable ape, shou
ytes be ispued t0 the parents when
e employer or other outside egen-

Rile G2, Article 4477, Vernou's Annotated Olwil
Statutes, reads as foliows:

*That the State Hegistrsr shall, upon request
Supply to sny properly quelified applicant a

COMUUNICATION (£ T0 9E CONGTRUED AS A DEFPARTMENTAL OPFINIOH UNLESS APFROVED Y THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSIETANTY



Dr. Geo. 7. Cox, page &

certified copy of the recoxrd of any birth or -
desth reglstered under provislons of this ALot,
for the making and certificetion of which he
shall be entitled to a fee of Lifty cents (50¢)
to be paid by ths applicant. And any such copy

of the record of & bdirth or desth, when proper-
ly cartified by the State Raristyar. ahnll hae
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prime fucle evidence in all courts and places

of the fzats therein ststed., For any secroh of
the files end records when no certified copy is
made, the State Registrar shell be entitled to

a fee of fifty centes (50¢) for esch hour or -
fractionel pert of an hour of time of secrch,
anld fee to be peid by the epplicant. aAnd the
State Registrar ahell keep a true and correct
account of all fees by him received under thesse
provisions, snd turn the same over to the fitate
Treasurer at the close of each month, end all
such fees shall be kept by the Stets Treasurer
in e specinl and seporate fund, to be knowm ss
the *Vital Stotistics Fund,* and the smounts so
deposited in this Fund may be used for defraying
expenscs inourred in the enforcement and opera-
tion of this Aot and provided further, that

tho Btate Kegistrar shall, upon reqnosé-or any
perent or guaerdian, supply, without fee, a cey-
tificate limited to & statement as to the date
of birth of any ohild when the seme shall be
neceasgary for admission to school, or for the
purpose of securing employment; and provided
farther thnt the United States Census Buresu
may obtain, without expense to the State, trans-
oripts or cortified copias of births and deaths
without paymant of the faes herein presaribed;
and provided further, that the State Reglstrar
is hereby autharized to enter inteo an sgreament
with the United States Bureau of the Census to
act =28 speglal agent for thet Buresa in accept-
ing the use of the franking privilege and dlanka
furnished by that Buresu and ia suthorized to
act as disbursing agent in oxler to have transorib-
ad Tor thet Buresu copies of the birth znd death
dertificatas filed with the State Buresu of
Vital gtetietios; end provided thaet the State
Regietrar shall issue free of cost to eny veter-
an, his widow, orphan, or other descendanis a
photostatic copy of any record not otherwise
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ﬁunibit;ed by law vhen such record fs to Le used
in the setiloment of & clainm agalnat the Oovarpe
mont; and provided that the Btates Registrasy III
Lzews, upon cqurt oxder, without fee, & certified
eopy of the birth urti.ficuu in ocsses relating
to okild labor, and the public schools,v

In answering the shove quoted questions the con-
struation of Bule s Article &47Y, Vernonts asnnotuted
Oivil Gtstuies, is involved,

In answery to your £iret guestion, we =re of the
opinion thal the torm used in the statute "nevessary for
sdxisgion to school™ igcludss all tiose canas whers sald
curtificate 1 necessery for eduission to sohool regurd-
less whether or not it is the £irst or primsry sitranocs
to & #ohivol or any other santrance where eudh certiricate
_is required for aduisaion. The sbove mentlioned statute

does 2ot 1imit the Stave Reglatrsr $o irsuling sald certi-
fleots only on the first or mrimary entrance to sahool,
but provides that the Stats Registray stall issue sald
cortificate without fee upon the regquest of any psrens
gm&éi&: wiianth; ua.wﬁ.au be ::ce for siﬁ.ia-t

on mhool, or for the purpose seouring explo 1
However, ulere the sohool authorities wish to oaulegm
their records o to #» of sobeol obiléren, the fHtate
Reglatrax 18 not reqired to issue seid csrtificate withe
ocut fse exdept in those quves where such sertificats is
nocessary for sdalesion to a adhool.

With yeference to second question you are
Mmspeotflly »dviaed that 1t 1o the duty of the Hiete
re =3 t0 fnsae snid certiflostes, without fes, upon
Tequest of ths parents or gusrdism of the children, when

the cortificctes cre necesa -ry far sdnmission or re-
ansrence t0 o school, even 1Y the ghildren have been ade
mitted to & soLool at & previons date or turme :

S In ﬂ:zlz to your tuird ¢masstion, you are advised
thot 1t 1s the Cuty of the Jtate Registray to lssue seid
certificates, withaut fee, when the certificatom are od-
cosanyy for the purpose of scouring eeployment Loz ohile
dren, although such ehildren heve deen yrevicusly employed
or engaged In the sxew ocoupation, whsa sald curtific.utos .
&re requestad by tho Jerents or puardlsn of sais childrean.
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In regard to your fourth gusstion you ars ro-~
speatfully advised that 1t is the duty of the Btate
Registrar to issue said aesrtificates without fee for
children previously employed af a questianable age
" upon the dsmend of the parent or guerdian of said ohlle
drea vhen sald certifiontes ere necessary for the
purposs of sesouring employment. Nowever, it is not the -
duty of the State Reglstrer to furnish said cexrtificates,
without feez, when dexsnded by the employer or other
outside agencies,

Trusting that the foregoing fully asnswers your
inquiry, we remain

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY QENERAL OF TEXAE
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Ardsll Willlvzs
issistant
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